
























 

 

VIA EMAIL ONLY eliana@molosrestaurant.com 

 

7 July 2020 

 

Ms. Eliana Stefanitsis 

Ionio Seafood House, LLC 

Molos Restaurant 

1 Pershing Road 

Weehawken, NJ 07086 

 

Cc: Ms. Emily Weiner, Weiner Law Group, eweiner@weinerlaw.com  

 

Re: Acoustical Evaluation of Restaurant Expansion  

 Molos Restaurant 

Weehawken, NJ 

OAA File 4271A 

 

Dear Ms. Stefanitsis: 

 

As agreed, Ostergaard Acoustical Associates (OAA) has carried out an acoustical evaluation of sound 

emissions from the proposed restaurant expansion at Molos Restaurant in Weehawken, New Jersey.  

Specifically, we were tasked with looking at the acoustical impact of enclosing the existing 1,750-

square-foot outdoor dining area, situated on a deck adjacent to the restaurant.   The enclosure will 

have the ability to open the roof and walls to retain the outdoor feel.  We understand that some 

board members have raised concerns about enclosing this dining area, as approximately 150 feet to 

the west are multi-story residences fronting on Carlyle Court.   

 

We understand that there will be no new activities held in this space; operations currently ongoing 

will continue.  Deck events may include live or ambient music, which will not occur after 6:00 P.M.  

After 6:00 P.M., the deck is used for outdoor dining, which ends by 11:00 P.M.  These practices will 

stay in effect upon approval of this application.   

 

As part of our scope, we have reviewed architectural drawings dated 17 January 2020prepared by 

the Derosa Group, catalog cuts for the operable wall and roof panels, and local noise ordinances.  As 

you may know, site sound is regulated by the New Jersey State Noise Control Regulation as well as 

the Township of Weehawken Code.  Under the State noise code, specifically Section 7:29-1.5.11, 

the unamplified human voice is exempt.  Code limits are applicable to mechanical equipment and 

music.  OAA did not carry out an extensive analysis of existing site sound emissions, since we 

understand from you that there have been no noise complaints associated with the operations of the 

restaurant.  Enclosing the deck area will provide more comfortable use of this space during inclement 

weather and colder weather, but no changes are proposed to the use of the space.  Hence, OAA’s 

evaluation has focused on any acoustical changes that may occur by enclosing the deck space.   

 

Based on our review of the project, we have the following comments: 
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1. About 70% of the roof (or 1,250 square feet) and 32% of the sides (or 869 square feet) are 

able to be open to the outdoors.  When in a fully opened condition, the deck space will 

effectively be acoustically open and will be nominally acoustically equivalent to the existing 

space. 

 

2. The proposed INAL Frameless Moveable Glass System sliding wall partitions comprise 

nominal ½-inch-thick glass panels.  The Pergotenda retractable roof system comprises 

opaque vinyl material.  While the retractable roof material is lightweight and will not 

appreciably attenuate sound from the deck to off-site receptors, the glass panels have a 

moderate ability to reduce the transmission of sound.  However, the gaps between the panels 

limit the effective attenuation of the partition system.  Overall, when the system is fully closed 

we anticipate a reduction of deck activity noise by about 6-to-10 dB for off-site vantage 

points, compared to unenclosed deck activities.   

 

3. The primary sound source on the deck is speech from dining patrons.  The enclosure of the 

deck will result in additional sound reflections of activity noise.  In addition, people will talk 

louder in the presence of higher background sound levels.  Given these effects, we anticipate 

an increase in sound inside the dining area by up to 9 dB when the deck is fully enclosed.  If 

part of the partition system is retracted, an increase of 3-to-6 dB may occur.  This increase in 

sound level corresponds to the reduction received from having the partitions closed, hence 

these effects will nominally cancel each other out.   

 

In conclusion, at nearby residences future sound levels associated with the use of this outdoor space 

will remain about the same as present.  When the operable walls and roof are completely open, 

source sound levels will be neither mitigated nor amplified.  Conversely, when the room is fully 

enclosed dining activity sound levels will be increased inside the space, but will be reduced by the 

roof and walls when propagating to residences.  These effects will cancel each other out and hence, 

will result in perceived restaurant sound at residential vantages points that is similar to present sound.  

Overall, the enclosure of this dining area will not have a negative acoustical impact on the 

neighborhood.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

OSTERGAARD ACOUSTICAL ASSOCIATES 

  

  

 

Benjamin C. Mueller, P.E., Principal  

bmueller@acousticalconsultant.com  
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